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ARC is an NGO established in 2009, to protect and
promote the rights and well-being of children of
Maldives.

Advocating the Rights of Children (ARC)

Main areas of work:

• working with children’s
shelters,

• advocacy and raising
awareness on the rights
of children through
national and
international outreach



ARC’s National Campaigns





Approximately 1 in 9 children in the Maldives 
are victims of abuse (UNICEF)

How common is child abuse in Maldives? 



69%

22%

9%

Comparison of the percentages of types of 
abuse reported to the MPS from the year 2008 

to 2014

Sexual Abuse

Physical Abuse

Neglect

From 2008 to 2014, a  total of 2,408 cases involving child abuse were 
reported to the Maldives Police Service alone. 

These statistics merely represent the number of cases reported to the MPS, but several 
instances involving child abuse are never reported to any authorities. 



HOPE
preventing 

child abuse

Launched in 2010,

HOPE Campaign focuses on 

Raising awareness, 

Recognizing signs, 

Reporting abuse, 

Reaching out

Awareness sessions and workshops in Male’ and Atolls:

 2 hour interactive sessions for students (separate presentations

for different age groups)

 2 hour information sessions for parents

 3 hour workshops for teachers



HOPE
preventing 

child abuse

Launched in 2010,

HOPE Campaign focuses on 

Raising awareness, 

Recognizing signs, 

Reporting abuse, 

Reaching out

 Flyers for children

 Brochure for parents

 Billboards to raise public

awareness on the helpline

numbers to report abuse

Billboards and brochures to raise awareness on child abuse

prevention:



HOPE
preventing 

child abuse

Launched in 2010,

HOPE Campaign focuses on 

Raising awareness, 

Recognizing signs, 

Reporting abuse, 

Reaching out

Media campaign:

 TV clips (public service announcements)

 Radio clips (public service announcements)

 Social media campaign (awareness messages on ARC’s

Facebook and Twitter)



HOPE
preventing 

child abuse

Launched in 2010,

HOPE Campaign focuses on 

Raising awareness, 

Recognizing signs, 

Reporting abuse, 

Reaching out

Teachers handbook:

 Developed to complement the child protection policy of Ministry

of Education

 Includes signs teachers may notice from a victim of child abuse

 Includes details on how to talk to a child who discloses abuse

directly or indirectly



• Hitting 
• Kicking
• Beating

PHYSICAL 

• Inappropriate 
touching 

• Showing or taking 
inappropriate 
photos/videos

SEXUAL

• Taking advantage 
of a child

EXPLOITATION

PSYCHOLOGICAL

• Yelling
• Insulting
• Isolating 

NEGLECT 

• Failure to provide 
basic necessities 

Types of Abuse





REPORTING CHILD ABUSE IS EVERYONES RESPONSIBILITY! INCLUDING YOU.

REPORT ABUSE





Nearly 60% of boys who researchers classified as bullies in grades 6 through 9 

were convicted of at least one crime by the age of 24. 

40% of them had 3 or more convictions by age 24. (James C. Backstrom , 2010)

Yes
61%

No
39%

Yes

80%

No
20%

Have you ever been bullied/ 
discriminated against in school?

Have you seen a student being 
bullied/ discriminated against?



RESPECT
promoting 

social values

Launched in 2014,

RESPECT promotes values of 

Respecting yourself, 

Respecting others, 

Respecting boundaries, 

Respecting surroundings

Awareness sessions and workshops in Male’ and Atolls:

 1 hour interactive sessions for primary students

 3 hour interactive sessions for secondary students

 2 hour information sessions for parents

 6 hour training workshops for pre-school, primary and

secondary school teachers



RESPECT 
YOURSELF

Self Esteem

Self Confidence

Self Responsibility

RESPECT 
DIFFERENCES

Appearances

Opinions

Cultures

RESPECT 
OTHERS

Elders

Teachers

Friends

RESPECT 

SURROUNDINGS

Home and school

Community and 
Environment

RESPECTING 
BOUNDARIES

Laws and rules

Personal Space

Privacy



RESPECT
promoting 

social values

Launched in 2014,

RESPECT promotes values of 

Respecting yourself, 

Respecting others, 

Respecting boundaries, 

Respecting surroundings

Facilitate developing Anti-bullying policies in schools:

 Objective is to make a clear, firm statement on the school’s stance on
bullying, harassment and violence

 Main components of the policy include:

 Is bullying reported?

 Who should bullying be reported to?

 How can you report bullying?

 When should bullying be reported?

 Responsibilities of principal, staff, 

students and  parents. 



RESPECT
promoting 

social values

Launched in 2014,

RESPECT promotes values of 

Respecting yourself, 

Respecting others, 

Respecting boundaries, 

Respecting surroundings

Assist schools to carry out monthly RESPECT campaign activities
throughout the year:

 Monthly activities promoting the following:

 Kindness among children and teachers

 Anti-bullying and respecting differences in opinions, appearances
and cultures

 Empathy

 Compliments

 Responsibility

 Discipline

 Respecting surroundings: home, school and the wider community



This session gave 
me strength. I will 
always remember 

the advice you 
gave 

Overall this 
session 

changed my 
view about 

people and life

Your session was 
super informative 

and fun. I hope you 
continue spreading 

awareness and 
reminding people to 

be kind

Carry out more 
sessions like this 
and reach out to 
more students 
in the future



THANK YOU


